
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES – DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH 
 
 

F A C T    S H E E T 
 

RENEWAL OF A SOLE SOURCE 
 CONSULTANT SERVICES AGREEMENT 

 WITH MENTAL HEALTH AMERICA OF LOS ANGELES 
 (ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS) 

(3 VOTES) 
 

SUBJECT 
 
Request approval to renew a sole source consultant services agreement with Mental 
Health America of Los Angeles for training, consultation, and consumer empowerment 
and advocacy services. 
 
REQUEST 
 
Approve and authorize the Director of Mental Health, or his designee, to prepare, sign, 
and execute a sole source agreement with Mental Health America of Los Angeles 
(MHALA), at an annual Total Compensation Amount (TCA) of $545,800 for Fiscal Year 
(FY) 2010-11, with provisions for two subsequent one year renewal periods through    
FY 2012-13. 
 
Delegate authority to the Director of Mental Health, or his designee, to prepare, sign, 
and execute future amendments to this sole source agreement, and establish as a new 
TCA the aggregate of the original agreement and all amendments, provided that:  1)  
the County’s total payments under this agreement for the applicable fiscal years do not 
exceed an increase of 20 percent from the applicable Board-approved TCA, 2) any such 
increase is used to provide additional services or to reflect program or Board policy 
changes, 3) your Board has appropriated sufficient funds for all changes, 4) approval of 
County Counsel and the Chief Executive Officer (CEO), or their designees, is obtained 
prior to any such amendment, 5) the parties may, by written amendment, mutua lly 
agree to reduce programs or services and revise the applicable TCA without reference 
to the 20 percent limitation, and 6) the Director of Mental Health notifies your Board of 
such agreement changes in writing within thirty days after execution of each 
amendment. 
 

 PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION 
 

Board approval will allow the Department of Mental Health (DMH) to renew a sole 
source agreement with MHALA for the provision of training, consultation, and consumer 
empowerment and advocacy services scheduled to expire on June 30, 2010.  In 
addition, Board approval will allow the Department to amend the agreement as the need 
arises for additional services or program changes, or to incorporate Board policy 
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changes.  The sole source consultant services agreement with MHALA will assist DMH 
by providing uninterrupted training, consultation services pertaining to Mental Health 
Services Act (MHSA) system transformation, and services related to consumer 
empowerment and advocacy.  These services support and facilitate DMH and its 
providers in serving the mentally ill and their families residing in the County of Los 
Angeles. 
    
BACKGROUND 
 
MHALA is a non-profit organization that was established in 1924.  Their mission centers 
around four cornerstones:  service, education, advocacy and training.  Using this 
foundation, MHALA strives to create opportunities for individuals with mental illness to 
recover and live a full life.  They have established themselves as leaders in the mental 
health community; leading large movements focused on mental health reform, and have 
advanced public awareness of mental health and the acceptance of people with mental 
illness.  Since 1980, MHALA’s focus has been on strengthening the mental health 
community by promoting consumer empowerment – an advocacy service movement by 
and for people with mental illness.  MHALA has over thirteen years of experience with 
training and consulting in system transformation, recovery, integrated services and 
consumer training in peer services throughout California and across the nation. 
 
MHALA is uniquely qualified to deliver the services encompassed in this consultant 
services agreement as they have established expertise within the areas of service 
delivery, training, consultation, education, technical assistance, and promoting client 
empowerment and advocacy.  A sole source agreement with MHALA will promote 
recovery and client empowerment in Los Angeles County, which further enhances 
DMH’s commitment to providing an array of treatment, recovery, and supportive 
services.   
 
CONTRACTING PROCESS 
 
The provider has an existing agreement with DMH, which will expire on June 30, 2010.  
This renewal agreement is being requested to ensure services are not interrupted.  The 
agreement will be effective July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011, with a provision for two 
one year renewals for FYs 2011-12 and 2012-13. 
 
In compliance with your Board’s contracting policy requirements for sole source 
contracts, DMH notified your Board on April 1, 2010, of the intent to enter into sole 
source negotiations with MHALA for the provision of these services.  The CEO has 
reviewed and approved the required sole source contract checklist identifying and 
justifying the need to contract with MHALA.  
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
Cathy Warner, Deputy Director 
Telephone Number:  (213) 738-2756 
Email Address:  cwarner@dmh.lacounty.gov 
 
APPROVED BY: 
 
DMH Program – Lisa Wicker 
DMH Contracts – Larry Quan 
Chief Executive Office – James Sokalski 
County Counsel – Doraine Meyer 
 
MHALA/ConsltAgrmt/May2010/ds 


