COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH

FACT SHEET
APPROVE EXPENDITURES FOR
THE TWELFTH ANNUAL MENTAL HEALTH COMMISSION
PROFILES OF HOPE
VOLUNTEER AND PROGRAM RECOGNITION AWARDS
(ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS)
(3 VOTES)

SUBJECT

Request approval to expend funds to host and conduct the Twelfth Annual Mental
Health Commission Profiles of Hope Volunteer and Program Recognition Awards to be
held on May 26, 2011, at the Catalina Grill.

REQUEST

Authorize the Department of Mental Health (DMH) to expend funds to host and conduct
the Twelfth Annual Mental Health Commission (Commission) Profiles of Hope
Volunteer and Program Recognition Awards to be held on May 26, 2011, at an
estimated cost of $7,000; authorize the Director of Mental Health, or his designee, to
execute an Agreement with the Catalina Grill for site technical support and catering
services for the program, and to make a payment to the Catalina Grill, or its designee,
at a total estimated cost of $7,000.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION

Board approval of the recommended actions will allow DMH to host and conduct the
Twelfth Annual Profiles of Hope Volunteer and Program Recognition Awards. The event
is scheduled for May 26, 2011, at the Catalina Girill.

The Commission's Annual Volunteer and Program Recognition Awards is the sole
opportunity for the Commission to recognize and honor outstanding members of the
mental health community.

The Commission, by law, is comprised of 51 percent clients and family members
appointed by your Board to advocate for the thousands of men, women and children
who face mental illness. Stigma is the single greatest challenge that mental health
clients face. This event provides an important opportunity to showcase that hope,
wellness and recovery are possible and to acknowledge those who have dedicated
their mind, heart and soul to supporting and advocating for individuals with mental
iliness.
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BACKGROUND

Since 2003, DMH and the Commission have sponsored an Annual Volunteer and
Program Recognition Awards. This event unites clients and family members,
community representatives and agencies, and acknowledges volunteers who have
increased value to their lives by donating their time to serving mental health clients.

This is an award’s program for 150 attendees. Catering services are needed because
many of the consumers and students attending the program do not have the financial
resources to pay for food. Serving lunch at the conference also provides
consumers/students with the opportunity to network and share personal resources.

Annually, DMH celebrates May as Mental Health Month. The Commission selects this
time because it provides an opportunity to support DMH in its mission to reinforce the
power of hope and positive thinking and provide an environment that envisions solutions
to the many challenges of having a mental iliness. Volunteers provide many unique and
transformative resources to consumers that support their journey to wellness and
recovery.

DMH Contact:

Margo Morales
(213) 738-2891
MMorales@dmh.lacounty.gov

APPROVED BY:
DMH Program — Margo Morales
DMH Contracts — Leticia Torres-Ibarra

Chief Executive Officer — Vincent Amerson
County Counsel — Jason Carnevale
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