BOARD LETTER – SUMMARY SHEET
HEALTH AND MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES CLUSTER

	AGENDA REVIEW
	12/3/2014

	
	

	BOARD MEETING
	12/16/2014

	
	

	SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT
	All

	
	

	DEPARTMENT
	Mental Health

	
	

	SUBJECT
	APPROVAL TO ACCEPT AN INVESTMENT IN MENTAL HEALTH WELLNESS ACT OF 2013 GRANT FROM THE MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES OVERSIGHT AND ACCOUNTABILITY COMMISSION AND TO ENTER INTO A GRANT AGREEMENT WITH THE MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES OVERSIGHT AND ACCOUNTABILITY COMMISSION; APPROVAL OF AN APPROPRIATION; 

ADD ORDINANCE POSITIONS; AND AUTHORIZATION TO AMEND AN EXISTING DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH AGREEMENT

	
	

	PROGRAM
	Investment in Mental Health Wellness Act of 2013

	
	

	DEADLINES
	Grant expires on 06/30/2017

	
	

	COST & FUNDING
	$31,177,000 from the MHSOAC 

(Investment in Mental Health Wellness Act of 2013 grant award)

	
	

	PURPOSE OF REQUEST
	Request approval to accept a Senate Bill (SB) 82 Investment in Mental Health Wellness Act of 2013 grant award from the Mental Health Services Oversight and Accountability Commission (MHSOAC); enter into a grant agreement with MHSCOAC; adjust the appropriation for Fiscal Year 2014-15; fill 69 ordinance positions; and request authorization to amend an existing Department of Mental Health agreement.

	
	

	SUMMARY/
ISSUES

(Briefly summarize program and potential issues or concerns.  Identify changes, if any, to level of funding or staffing; how funding will be utilized and why best use; prior accomplishments; and for BLs involving contracts, also note changes to the contract term.)
	Board approval of the recommended actions numbers 1 through 3 above will allow DMH to accept the SB 82 Investment in Mental Health Wellness Act of 2013 grant award totaling $31,177,000, and execute the Agreement with MHSOAC for mental health mobile and field-based triage teams.  

Board approval of the recommended actions numbers 4 and 5 will enable DMH to provide triage services to several underserved and vulnerable populations for whom field-based crisis response services are currently inadequate. DMH and it’s stakeholders have  identified the following underserved and vulnerable populations as: (1) dependency and probation-involved children/youth; (2) forensic population consisting of mentally ill individuals being released from County jails; (3) high utilizers of psychiatric emergency services who need emergency, intensive case management for up to 60 days following discharge; (4) homeless individuals with mental illness who need clinical assessments and intensive linkage services; (5) older adults experiencing a psychiatric crisis; and (6) homeless veterans and their families experiencing a crisis situation. Under this grant four types of mobile triage teams will be developed and implemented countywide.

The first team will focus on Dependency and probation-involved children and youth who have been detained by the Los Angeles County Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) and are awaiting placement at the Child Welcome Center or the Youth Welcome Center.

 The second team is the Forensic Outreach Team. Grant funding will provide opportunities to expand mental health services to individuals being released under Assembly Bill 109.  
The third team is the Crisis Transition Specialist Teams. The grant also provides for intensive case management, which may include Medi-Cal reimbursable targeted case management and linkage to services for  high utilizers of psychiatric emergency services, homeless individuals with mental illness, older adults experiencing a psychiatric crisis, and homeless veterans and their families experiencing a crisis situation.  

The fourth team is the Service Area Mobile Triage Teams. These County directly-operated teams will be in all eight Service Areas and consist of clinicians, consumer and community worker personnel. These teams will focus on older adults, veterans and homeless individuals in need of mental health services. Age groups to be served, primarily adults but also older TAY.

Board approval of the recommended actions numbers 6 and 7 above will increase Los Angeles County’s capacity for client assistance and services in crisis intervention including the availability of crisis triage personnel, crisis stabilization, and mobile crisis support teams.

Finally, Board approval of the recommended action number 8 above will allow DMH to utilize funds for Client Supportive Services to assist clients identified by the mental health triage personnel with basic living expenses such as costs associated with housing, food and incidentals, employment, education, transportation, and substance abuse services.  These costs will be funded through State Mental Health Services Act revenue or this grant award as authorized by MHSOAC. 

	
	

	DEPT. & COUNTY COUNSEL CONTACTS
	MENTAL HEALTH: Dennis Murata, DMurata@dmh.lacounty.gov,   (213)738-4978
COUNTY COUNSEL: Grace V. Chang, gchang@counsel.lacounty.gov (213)974-1903
 


