Los Angeles County Dept. of Mental Health


	Student Professional Development Program              2011-2012 Academic Year

	Complete this form for each discipline to be placed at this agency:

   Psychology

· Practicum

Internship  

· Social Work

· Specialization:  

· Macro/Administrative

· MFT 

Other specify:  Psychology Internship, Advanced Year only


	DMH Agency:
	Valley Coordinated Children’s Services

	DMH Agency Address:


	19231 Victory Blvd., Suite 110

Reseda, CA  91335

	Reporting Unit Code
	(4 digit + letter designa 7340B

	Agency Liaison:
	Stacy Becker, Psy.D.

	Liaison Email Address:
	sbecker@dmh.lacounty.gov 

	Liaison Phone Number:
	(818) 708-4500 (Tu, W, F) 

	Liaison Fax Number:
	(818) 654-1956

	Agency ADA accessible
	[  X    ]   Yes                                [   ]  No

If “No” identify:  _____________________________________


Student Requirements:

	How many positions will you have?
	0 

	Beginning and ending dates:
	Approx. 9/07/10   To  6/30/11  


Specific days and times you prefer students to be available (also indicate hours that are available for students to provide services):

	Monday
	8-6:30

	Tuesday
	8-6:30

	Wednesday
	8-6:30

	Thursday
	8-6:30

	Friday
	8-6:30


Specific days and times mandatory that students are available for staff meetings, training seminars, supervision, etc. Please indicate SM (Staff Meeting), TR, (Training) SUP(Supervision)

	Monday
	

	Tuesday
	TR, SUP 9-1

	Wednesday
	

	Thursday
	

	Friday
	


	Total hours expected to be worked per week:
	27 hours split across 3 days, minimum

	Number of direct client hours per week:
	10-12 

	How many clients would the student have at one time?
	 4-6 or 6-9 for full time interns

	What cultural groups typically received services at your site?
	Primarily Latino and Caucasian.  Some Asian, African American, Middle Eastern.

	Please describe seasonal variations or vacation opportunities, if applicable:
	Winter and Spring vacation time available.

	What is the timeline that you expect a student to commit to (e.g. a full year including holidays; academic year; semester)? Given this timeline, what exceptions will be allowable?
	The internship is no less than 27 hours per week, from the first week in September through mid-June.  Two week vacation late December.  One week vacation in Spring.  There is some flexibility in the scheduling but it must be discussed and agreed upon in advance.


Description of Site:

Type of Setting (please check):

	X Community Mental Health Center -  Yes – Crisis Intervention, Stabilization and Intensive Outpatient Treatment

	· County Hospital

	· Correctional Facility

	· Co-Located Agency  (specify): 

	· Other (specify): 


Students will provide services for (please check all that apply):

	· Individuals

	· Groups

	X Families - Yes

	X Children & Adolescents  Yes – ages 3-18

	X Adults Yes - As collateral to their children

	· Older Adults

	· Court/Probation referred

	· Consultation/Liaison

	· Psychoeducational groups (e.g. Parenting) Maybe

	· Community outreach


Students will provide (please circle all that apply):

	X Brief treatment  – Yes (treatment term is 2 mos to a year)

	X Long – term treatment – Yes (up to one year)

	X Crisis Intervention  Yes – emphasizing risk assessment, stabilization, differential diagnosis, intensive advocacy, treatment planning, psychoeducation.

	X Screening and assessment – Yes – learning how to triage crisis calls

	· For psychology students only:  Testing percentage: 2% (optional)

                                                          Treatment percentage: 98%


What are the most frequent diagnostic categories of your client population? 

	VCCS Clients present with a broad range of the most acute and severe psychopathologies.  We see children who are suffering with Schizophrenia, Bipolar Disorder, Major Depression, Traumatic Abuse Histories, Autism Spectrum Disorders, Pervasive Developmental Disorders, OCD, School Phobia, Social Phobia, Attachment Disorders, Mental Retardation, Substance Abuse issues, Eating Disorders, etc.




What specific (perhaps unique) training opportunities do students have at your agency?

	Students will provide treatment as part of a co-therapy dyad.  They will be paired with social workers, LMFTs and psychologists who will teach them, hands on, how to carefully triage calls, assess crisis symptoms and risk.  As part of a multi-disciplinary team, they will learn applied differential diagnosis and pragmatic advocacy skills.  They will become familiar with the systems of care for children and adolescents in the San Fernando Valley and how to effectively interface with Regional Center, LA Unified School District, and County Contracted Agencies.  Our training program should provide a sound foundation for future clinical challenges.

In addition, students may elect to focus on specific areas of training emphasis.  The Latino Family Mental Health Track allows for students to work with our bilingual/bicultural clinicians with this underserved population of the San Fernando Valley.  

The Developmental Track offers the opportunity to focus on working with children ages 2-8 and their families.  Training in this track emphasizes differential diagnosis in early childhood, understanding and identifying attachment issues, and increasing skills regarding behavioral control and parenting.  

All students will learn crisis triage, intervention, stabilization, intensive outpatient treatment and advocacy skills.




What theoretical orientations will students be exposed to at this site?
	Conceptually we lean towards Psychodynamic and Family Systems.  We work using the Ecological Model as well.



What specific orientations will staff be exposed to in staff meetings?

	Primarily, Psychodynamic, Family Systems, Ecological Model.



Do students have the opportunity to work in a multidisciplinary team environment? If so, please list professionals/paraprofessionals who work as a part of your staff.

	The clinical team consists of 2 psychiatrists, and several psychologists, licensed social workers, licensed marriage and family therapists, and medical caseworkers.  The team is cohesive and dynamic.




List locations where students will be providing services other than agency?

	As needed, students make school visits and attend IEP meetings.  They may intermittently provide services off-site such as visiting a non-public school with a family.




Does your agency allow students to videotape and/or audiotape clients for the purpose of presenting cases in their academic classes?

Yes [     ]
No [   X  ]

If yes, what procedure must students follow in order to do this?

	We utilize videotaping as an in-house training tool only.  DMH Consent for Recording is completed by Client, Supervisee and Supervisor. Consent form will stipulate destruction date for any recordings.  Videotapes may not be removed from the premises under any conditions.


Supervision:

What types of supervision will you provide for the students and what is the expected licensure and discipline status of the supervisor? Please specify.

	Type
	Hours Per Week
	Supervisor Degree
	Supervisor License #

	Individual
	  1-2
	Psy.D. or Ph.D.
	tbd

	Group
	
	
	

	Individual & Group
	 1
	Psy.D. or Ph.D.
	tbd


If providing group supervision, what is the maximum number of students in group supervision?

# 2

Do you have one or more staff, who is licensed by the California Board of Psychology?

Yes [  X  ]
No [     ]

Do you have one or more staff, who is licensed by the California Board of Behavioral Sciences?

Yes [ X   ]
No [     ]

Do you have one or more staff, who is licensed by the California Board of Medical Examiners?

Yes [ X   ]
No [     ]

Does your agency provide the student with the following minimum training experiences?

a.
One hour of direct individual or group experience with an on-site licensed staff?       

Yes [  X  ]
No [     ]
If yes, please specify: Individual Supervision, 1-2 hrs/wk





Indicate days/times     Tu, W, or F with times tbd
b.
Weekly staff meetings

Yes [ X ]
No [  ]
 
If yes, please specify:  Yes






Indicate days/times     Tuesdays at 9:00 AM

c.
In-service training experiences, e.g. reading, didactic training seminars, professional presentations and case conferences?

Yes [ X   ]
No [     ]
If yes, please specify: Training Seminars, Tuesdays 10-12





Indicate days/times     Tuesdays 10 AM - 12 PM

Students will be evaluated through (please check all that apply):

	Review of student’s written clinical notes
	[  X   ]

	Report of clinical work in supervision
	[  X   ]

	Co-facilitation of groups/sessions with clinical staff
	[  X  ]

	Review of audio or video recording of student’s sessions
	[perhaps]

	Direct observation by clinical staff of student’s clinical work
	[  X  ]

	Other (specify): Supervision and Direct supervision of triage of crisis calls.
	[  X ]


What is the minimum ratio of supervision to client contact hours?

	Supervision at this agency typically far exceeds any minimum requirement since most all services will be provided in conjunction with a senior staff member.  There are always one or more supervisors present and available for consultation/intervention.  




Selection of Students:

After Director of SPDP approval, are all students free to call you to set up interviews?

Yes [ X   ]
No [     ]

Do you require that the school’s Director of Clinical Training/Field Education select the candidate(s) your site will interview from our student body?

Yes [     ]
No [    ]  Depends on school policies and procedures.  Candidates may also come to us via CAPIC.
Does your agency prefer the student to work from a particular theoretical orientation? 

Yes [     ]
No [  X  ]
If yes, please specify: ____________________________

Does your agency require a particular range of previous experience or specific prerequisite coursework? If so please explain. 

	VCCS provides treatment to the most acute, diagnostically complicated and high-risk youth of the San Fernando Valley.  The families that we see are very disorganized, traumatized, and/or mentally ill.  As such, the appropriate candidate must be mature and demonstrate a level of awareness and sophistication to be ready to understand and assist this population.  Fourth or fifth year students are strongly preferred.   The student must be able to work as part of a team and tolerate hands-on supervision and training.

Spanish-speaking fluency is strongly preferred.  Full time is strongly preferred as well.




Agency Application Process

Does your agency have any formal application process required of students beyond what is listed above? 

Yes [  X  ]
No [     ]
If yes, please specify: 

	Candidates must submit 2 letters of readiness and a resume by FAX to 818/654-1956 or e-mail prior to interview.




Please specify dates your agency accepts students ____________________________________

Supervision will be in compliance with professional standards established by the following:

· APPIC 

· NASW

· AAMFT

· Other (specify):  ____CAPIC_________________________________________
Name and Title of DMH Staff completing this form:  Stacy Becker, Psy.D.

Date of completion:  1/13/10
Service Area
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